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H ERE are three reaſons for the 


publication of theſe Letters. In the 
firſt place, I think Miſs De Fleury, has been 
treated in a very unchriſtian manner; Mr. 
Huntington has written to her as if ſhe 
were unworthy his notice. 2ndly, Mr. Hun- 
tington appears to think of himſelf more 
highly than he ought, and his pride de- 
| ſerves to be mortified, And laſtly, great 
numbers of good people, ſeem to have 
formed an improper opinion of his abili- 
ties and ſpirit; the conſequence of which 
has been, their withdrawing from miniſters 
who ought. not to be grieved ; miniſters, who 
have deſerved the thanks of ſociety at large, 
for their zeal and benevolence, and particu- 
larly of zhoſe people, who are now taught 
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(mn) 
to traduce and deſpiſe them. I profeſs my- 
ſelf to be neither for-Paul nor Apollos, but 


for Chriſt; and I hope always to embrace 


good men of every party, as fellow diſciples, 
however I may differ from them in ſome par- 
ticular points. Mr. Huntington's plan 
ſeems to have been, to leyel the pretenſions 
of every other preacher, and to erect his 
caſtle of ſecurity on their ruins. 


1 my er Tus I wiſh to ſave you 
the bluſh which muſt neceſſarily overſpread 
your face by and by (if you poſſeſs an in- 


genuous diſpoſition) I wiſh to convince you 


before it is too late to retreat, that there are 
many ' miniſters, who are equal to Mr. Hun- 
tington in pulpit abilities and piety ; and 
greatly his ſuperiors in learning, candeur, 
and temper, 


I have no perſonal aquaintance with Miſs 
De Fleury, but I am a ſervant of Chriſt and 
a lover of my fellow ſinners: I wiſh the 
converſion of all men, and ſhould be ſorry 

to 


( vi ) 
to ſee it retarded by exalting any man above | 
his meaſure. I have not the leaſt ambition 


to be a London miniſter, and therefore my 
intereſt cannot claſh with Mr. Huntington's. 


I have made theſe letters matter of earneſt 
prayer; and that God may bleſs them to 


the Gentleman to whom they are addreſſed, 
and to readers in general, is the ſincere 


wiſh of 


The AUTHOR. 


A4 LETS 


LETTERS 
To THE 


Rev, W. HUNTINGTON, 
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LETTER JI. 


J 8 IR, , 
= T HAVE frequently obſerved, that religious 
& diſputes are worſe conducted than thoſe 
upon any other ſubject. In philoſophy men 

differ, but they treat each other as ſenſible 
and judicious perſons, though miſtaken in 
that one point, In the whole circle of the 
| ſciences, wiſe men hold different opinions, 
and yet are friendly and obliging to their 

opponents, And why ſhould it not be thus 
in religious diſputes? Why ſhould th 
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( 10 ) 
ciples of the Prince of peace, write as if they 
were actuated by the demon of diſcord ? and 
yet, Sir, you muſt know it is the caſe, Re- 
ligious diſputes. generally end in perſonal 
abuſe; and for a proof of this I appeal to the 
writings of Mr. W. Huntington. What 
names of reproach: have you beſtowed on 
moſt excellent men]! men, whoſe virtues you 
would 0 well, to copy. But you are not 
Jingular in this, for our beſt controverſial 
writers have been guilty of it: They have 
honoured each other with a ſufficient num- 
ber of ſcurrilous names, to form a Billingſ- 
gate dictionary. Where this mode of writing 
was taught them, I know not; but Tris I 
know, they did not learn it in the ſchool of 
Jeſus. It is true, our divine Maſter ſpeaks 
in the moſt opprobrious terms of the Phart- 
ſees, but ĩt was on account of their iniquitous 
conduct; and we may add to. this, that e 
knew the heart; which is more than moſt 
divines pretend to. St. jude, when he re- 
proves this kind of men, tells them that an 
archangel dared not do it, even to a deuil, but 


only ſaid, the Lord rebuke thee,” Jude ix. 


Reaſon indeed may ſhew us the impropriety 
of this conduct, for ſcurrilous language 
generally attends a bad cauſe, and men 
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5 a cauſe to be bad when they ſee hard 
2 names ſcattered plentifully over the pages of 
book. Now. Sir, it is not my intention 
Wto give you one diſhonourable epithet. I 
write in love, and with a deſign to do you 
real ſervice. I have no enmity to you, or - 
our party; J have no intereſts to ſerve but 
thoſe of God and religion. I write under 
no undue influence; for all denominations 
Ware the ſame to me, with reſpect to brotherly 
ove. If Peter is to be rebuked, God will 
always find a Paul to do it, and as I think 
you are blameable in many points, I am 
willing to take Paul's place. Perhaps you 
vill ſay, Who art thou?“ but as I think 
he gratification of your curioſity will only 
ivert your attention from matters of greater 
Importance to yourſelf, 1 ſhall defer giving 
Wan anſwer to the queſtion, till the e 
edition of theſe Letters. 
I conſider you, Sir, as a Chriſtian and a 
Miniſter. What noble, what animating cha- 
racters! As a miniſter of the goſpel, how 
9 0 and honourable is your employ- 
ment! You are to teach the word; be in- 
ſtant in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon. You are to 
Webuke the obſtinate and reclaim the errone- 
us, * where you find an humble: ſoul, 
whatever 


a 
whatever prejudice he may have contrafted | 


againſt you, as a man or a miniſter, du 


muſt inſtruct him in the paths of righteouſ- 
neſs. You are to count your own fame as 
dung and droſs, when compared with the 
glory of your divine Maſter, and the falva- 
tion of men. 

Sir, I appeal to yo, whether this was 
your conduct to Miſs De Fleury! That lady, 
with a ſubmiſſion, bordering on ſervility, 
requeſted your company; and you, with Wl 
the bauteur of an archbiſhop, refuſed to viſit Wi 
her, though you had previouſly appointed a 
day for converſation at her houſe. You 
apologize for your conduct, by ſaying that Wi 
* Sheisa woman.” My dear Sir, are you a 
Mahometan? Are women unworthy your 
regard, and eſpecially women of learning, 
ſenſe, and religion? Did jeſus Chriſt, or 
his apoſtles, ever make ſuch an excuſe? 1 
trow not. Would not a man of humanity, W 
not to mention Chriſtianity, have endeavour- 
ed to fatisfy the ſeruples of a weak or miſ- 
taken ſiſter? I call her ſuch in conformity 
to your own manner; but if ſhe be judged 
by her ſpirit, arguments, or language, ſhe is 
greatly your ſuperior. * 


1 think, 


(13 ) 


= Tthink, Sir, you have been treated by her 
ich too much lenity. She has, in the whole 
of her addreſs, ſpoken of you as an eminent 
Chriſtian ; but how is this proved? by a 
WF temper diametrically oppoſite to the example 
and precepts of bim, who when he was 
W © reviled, reviled not again.” Miſs De Fleury 
intreated you, in the ſimplicity of her heart, 
co converſe with her, and did, in e, ſay, 
Il am not worthy that thou ſhouldſt come 
rith “ under my roof; and you in eds replied, 
fi 8 © Indeed you are not, and I will not come.” 
Where was your compaſſion, your 
meekneſs, your goodneſs? Can you apolo- 


that Size ſufficiently to your own conſcience, by 
ua ſaying that ſhe © hated” you? Is his a rea- 


ſon for a Chr:/{;an, and a "Chriſtian miniſter ? 
Had ſhe been the moſt infamous of charac- 
ters, your conduct would have been un- 
& warrantable ; but conduct ſuch as this to a 


> 
A 4 fellow profeſſor, (and for what you could tell, 
ur. child of God) to a meek and humble crea- 
nic. LUC of the meekeft ſex, muſt have a new 
nity name comed tor it, 

What had ſhe done? She had "CAP that 


you were erroneous in one part of your 
creed, and had plainly and frankly told you 
of it, wg to convince, or be convinced ; 

| and 


14 ) 


and who * not wiſh for ſuch a monitor J 
I pray God I may never be deſtitute of ſuch þ 
an one. It ſhould ſeem, Sir, that you think | 
yourſelf infallible, and that even the ſu Miter ; 
that you may be wrong, 1s ſufficient to deprive 
you of the triple crown. I would wiſh you 
to remember, that perfection and infallibility 
do not belong to finite beings. If you live a 
few years in the Chriſtian world, you will 
probably ſee reaſen to doubt of many things 
which now appear to you as indiſputable 
truths. A man of your ſanguine turn is 
- more likely than other men to change opi- 
mons, and you will, perhaps, ill carry a full 
conviction with you, that what you believe 
and teach, is the ferling truth of the goſpel. 
However this may be, you ſhould exa- 
mine whether you are in the faith, and thank 
the meaneſt fellow Chriſtian who is willing 
to aſſiſt you in the ſearch. Had you done 
this, Sir, you would not have been troubled 
with this public addreſs from your's, &c. 


O. F. T. 


e LETTER 


( us ) 


| LETTER 3 
5 4 b 0 | 
an 


"HEN I began writing to you, I ima- 

gined that half a ſheer of paper would 
have compriſed all I had to offer; but my 
ſubject is ſo fertile, that if you could ſpeak 
Latin, you would fay, Ecce iterum 
&« Criſpinus:” but as you cannot, you may 
exclaim, Why art thou come to torment 
EE... 

My firſt Letter was chiefly on ſerrlity, 
and I hope you have made a due im- 
provement of it; now we proceed to 
cenſcriouſneſs. | 
Me have many commands, Sir, in our Savi- 
our's code of laws againſt judging our bre- 


WE threns' ſtate, but not one to authorize us to paſs 
judgment upon them, unleſs we are convinced 


by their perſeverance in fn, that they are in the 
gall of bitterneſs and in the bonds of iniquity. 
4 * Judge not, that ye be not judged,” © There 

is one lawgiver,” &c. Who then has a 
Fi to throw about the divine thunder- 
bolts, and to ſay to any one who walks 
righteouſly, © Thou art an hypocrite?” 

And 


( 16 ) 

And yet has not my brother Huntington 

done this? Fas he not compared the amiable 
and pious Miſs De Fleury to Jezebel? Has he 
not called her an * idle, tattling, and grace- 
leſs woman?” and in plain words © a per- 
1 fumed and ſpiced hypoctice?” and that, 
not in the moment of reſentment, but from 
the cool receſs of his ſtudy, before an audi- 
ence, and from the preſs. Has God revealed 
to you, Sir, that this lady's profeſſion of 
religion is inſincere? or have you been con- 
vinced of it by an inconſiſtent life? Verily, 
by neither of theſe, but by her fear and con- 
cern at hearing that Mr. Huntington's no- 
tions leaned to Antinomianiſm. ** She thinks 
me wrong, and therefore ſhe ſhall be damned.” 
How jult a verdict! for who ever before had 
the © daring infolence” to call infallibility 
in queſtion ? What a pity, Sir, that your 
church had no inquiſitors, ready to ſeize 
the wicked culprit, and haul her to Smith- 
field, the old place of puniſhment for ſuch 
daring, inſolent heretics. 

But Miſs Maria is not your only victim. 
Your thunder falls not only on one devoted 
head, but extends to a legion. Miniſters and 
laymen, who call in queſtion your orthodoxy, 

are indiſcriminately deprived of all their reli- 
gious 
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gious pretenſions. It 1s not very uſual for 


good men to deviate ſo far from the ſpirit of 
the goſpel, as to call a brother, who makes 
an honourable profeſſion, © A graceleſs 
% Macaroni.” Would you like, Sir, in re- 
turn, to be called a graceleſs Sloven? If 
foppery be ſo odious to you, why did you 


\ ſuffer the prince of macaronies to fill your 


undefiled roſtrum laſt night *? It appears 


* evidently that your diſlike is not againſt the 


mode of dreſs, but againſt the nan. He 
ti that faith he is in the light, and hateth his 
ic brother, is in darkneſs even until now.“ 
Read with that degree of ſhame which ought 
to fill your mind, an extract from one of your 
pieces. I have no more opinion of his 
« faith, and the ſtate of his ſoul, than I have 
« of the heart, holineſs, and good works of 
* you, and the Rev Mr. Belly, of Graveſend, 
* who, I believe, are juſt as much converted to 


| God, and commiſſioned to preach his goſ- 
b pel, as Simon Magus, or Alexander the 


« Copperſmith,” &c. ls this language ſuited 
to your profeſſion and character? Would it 


not ſound better from the lips of a Billingſgate 
W drab? Perſonalities and cenſorious expreſ- 


ol 


Bet ſions, 
2 April 13. 
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fions, aon a want of education, good ſenſe, 
and a benevolent heart, but are not calculated 
to manifeſt that Faith ** which hopeth all 
* things.” —Indeed, your writings in general 
ſhew that your ſpirit is not ſufficiently hum- 
bled, and that you have not — to think 
of others as better than yourſelf; 0 
Miſs De Fleury has juſtly repröred you 
for cenſuring one of your brethren on ac- 
count of deſerting his trade to become a 
preacher. Leave this part to ỹνe men, 
for it comes with an ill grace from you. 4 
Sometimes you pretend to deſpiſe learning; . 
but this is ſuch a ſtale artifice, with 7/- 
literale men, that T adviſe you, as a friend, 
to uſe it no more, Learning, Sir, is a moſt 
excellent qualification, but I thank God you 
have none of it, if the tendency of it be to 
puff up, for what a Coloſſus would you then 
be? As matters are, your wiſeſt method 
would be to ſay nothing about it. When 
you declaim againſt it, you ſhew your envy ; 
and when you laugh at others for not poſ- 
ſeſſing it, you expoſe yourſelf. If unlearned 
men are unfit for the miniſtry, how came 
you into it? But, I ſuppoſe, you wiſh for 
the poſt of biſhop's chaplain, to examine 
eyery one before he commences preacher. 
There 


( 19 ) 


There are very few miniſters, of any 
denomination, who have not had a ſhare of 
your cenſure. You thought proper, a little 
while ſince, to digreſs from your ſubject at 
Monkwell-Street, and expatiate on the pro- 
phet's dumb dogs; but, before you had 
done with them, you made them bark. Your 
expreſſion,” I think, was, © Though they 
© cannot bark for God, yet they can bark 
t againſt his ſervants v. You made a moſt 
delightfal parody on a popular ſong, which, 
without doubt, you had in mind. How 
inſtructive muſt it be to the people to hear 


51 ſo many broad hints, that there was no 
a; experienced, uſeful, or even honeſt preacher 
oft but Mr. Huntington, 


Is not this conduct highly onkaeming 
= you, as a miniſter. of the goſpel of Chriſt ? 
= What miſchief is it likely to do to yourſelf, 
to your adherents, and to the enemies of 
| religion. As for yourſelt, you are not likely 
to“ grow in grace,” whilſt you maintain 
' this temper. TEAS a 


ned Tbe ſpirit, like a peaceful dove, 

ame « Fhes from the realms of noiſe and ſtrife.” 
: wt > You are not in the way to draw down 
0M Ke bleſſings upon your. miniſtry, whilſt this 
—_— C2 bdiaiteerneſs 


Remember they were dumb. 


62 


bitterneſs prevails. Vour adherents ſeem to 
place their ſupreme confidence in au, inſtead 
of God; and the enemies of godlineſs muſt 


triumph when they are informed that there 
is only one man remaining—and they find 
bim to be ignorant and illiterate—who can 
plead for the cauſe of God? If you con- 
tinue in theſe practices, I can foreſee—with- 
out any pretenſion to the gift of prophecy 
that you will do more harm to the intereſt 
of religion than you will ever do good. 
Study to be quiet, and pay as much atten- 
tion as you can to your own flock, but do 
not find fault with another's ſervants.” 'You 
will not have to give an account of the 
diligence of other miniſters in the day of 
judgment, but of your own. How dread- 
ful would it be for you to exclaim then, 
r Others vineyards have I kept, but my own 
* have I not kept.” What temper can be 
leſs congenial with the ſpirit of the goſpel 
than a perſecuting one? and ſurely you are 
not far from it. There are many good men, 
and an excellent woman, who have reaſon 
to complain of you to God, under that cha- 
racter. It is true, that you have not deprived 
them of their poſſeſſions, or liberty, or life; 
but you have endeavoured to take from them 

| what 


( 22 ) 

what is worth the whole three - their good 
names. Not a ſuſpicion may be hinted 
concerning yen; yet you can circulate the 
groſſeſt and molt infamous libels againſt cha- 
racters infinitely ſuperior to you. Do you 


= know; Sir, © what ſpirit you are of?” Is 
W there not occaſion to take the beam out of 
W your own eye? Study the ſpirit of the 
= goſpel, and you will no longer rail againſt 
your brethren, but fall down and confeſs to 
God your own. many imperfections and 
follies. Follow peace with a// men.” You 
are not to ſtay till peace returns, but to /eek 


ou after it with all your heart. That the God 
he of peace may bleſs you, is the wiſh of 
of your's, &c, 


O. F. T. 


LETTER 
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So many inſtances of your pride occur to me, 


rn 

8 I R, q G 

HAVE read, that “ pride 1s not made 

* for man”. We have fo many im- 
perfections and weakneſſes, that they ought 
to keep us humble before God and man. 
That Paul might not be exalted above mea- 
ſure, a thorn was given him in his fleſh ; 
and, however ſharply the thorn may prick 
us, it is better to be exerciſed by it, than to 
fall into that horrid fin of pride. But of all 


kinds of pride, none is more dangerous, fre- 
quent, or difficult to conquer, than ſpiritual 


pride, and this may be juſtly termed *© the 
* ſnare of the devil.” It will not be uncha- 
ritable in me to wiſh that ſuch a thorn may 
be placed in your fide, till pride is hidden 
from you, and you are more fully convinced 
than you ſeem to be of your unprofitableneſs: 


that I ſhould make my book an huge volume 
if they were repeated. Let your letter to 
Miſs De ny allies at preſent, From 
this 


C as } 


this it appears, that you would have every 
perſon conſider a viſit from you as a peculiar 
honour. © A wman—one you know no- 
« thing of-—and that is not of your charge 
© or audience. Certainly giving your com- 
pany to ſuch an one for an hour would have 
been degrading to a coal-heaver, a gar- 
dener, and a cobler. I doubt not but the 
old enemy of all nehteapinc whilpore:i in 
your ear, Don't go.“ An impartial per- 
ſon, who. takes the leaſt notice of you as you 
exhibit yourſelf in the pulpit, or from the 
preſs, muſt at once conclude that you conſi- 


der yourſelf as 1 5 the higheſt being in all God's 
creation. 


. 


Ibhbere is one thing Shieh diſcovers your 
A pride, and. to every rational mind muſt x ma- 
niteſt your vanity and preſumption. It is 
almoſt univerſally acknowledged, that in 28 
day no man poſſeſſes the gift of prophecy. 
That Spirit, which once inſpired the prophets 
and apoſtles, now confines his operations to 
the ſanctification of the people of God. He 
gives no new revelations; for we have a 
more ſure word of prophecy.” All our 
late prophets have proved Fal/e ones, and 
NR diſgrace on religion, If good people 
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( as ) 
would content themſelves ' with the con- 
vincing, quickening, and comforting influ- 


ences of the holy Spirit, they would be more 


likely to advance in religious knowledge and 
practice, and not fall into ſo many deluſions 
as they do, Whether you acknowledge all 
God's people as prophets, or confine this gift 
to yourſelf, I know not; but that you have 
vanity enough to make ſuch a claim, your 
writings convince me. Exempli gratia.' 
If T am a child of his, and am called. 
by him to the miniſtry, and am doing his 
work, inſtead of deceiving the people, or 
dividing them by a bad ſpirit of ſpleen and 
bitterneſs, then I ſay, God ſhall ſhew me a 


token for good, and that others that hate me 


ſhall ſee it; and thoſe of the Combination 
who have ſlandered me, reproached me, and 
injured me, together with the preſent Pro- 
pheteſs, that has made ſo free with my 
miniſtry, ſhall ſenſibly meet with the viſible 
diſapprobation of God, and it ſhall be made 
known in as plain a manner as the approba- 
tion of God to Abel was before Cain. I 
ſhall pawn my honour in the miniſtry upon 
this, and the preſent generation ſhall bear wit- 
nefsto it.” Tell us, Sir, when and where 


( 25 ) 
God gave you a commiſſion for all this? Your 
'tpſe dixit is not ſufficient to ſatisfy impartial 
men. I appeal to your own heart, whether 
you think God ever gave you ſuch a commiſ- 
fion. If you dh, every man of reaſon and 


religion will pity your preſumption; and, 


if you do not, will confider you as an 
impoſtor. 


Your gift, of n is accompanied with 
an inſight into other peoples hearts, which 
is generally underſtood to be the prerogative 
of God. You know the fincere, from the 
hypocrite, and have found poor Maria to be 
one of the laſt claſs. Had that amiable 
woman ſpoken in the ſame manner of Mr. 
Huntington, he would have vented the moſt 
horrid imprecations upon her.— Why has 
not a fellow profeſſor as great right to judge 


s of your ſtate as you have of his? or rather, 
does the goſpel encourage either of you to 


take the work out of God's hand ? To 
proceed, 

5 « Mr. Hollywell-Mount,” (as you child- 
iſhly nickname Mr. M.) you ſay, knews 
nothing of the plague of his own heart, or 
of a ſpiritual birth.” How do you prove 
it? He 1 bought ninety two penny volumes” 
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for ſuch an office; you would make a 


CS 


# 


of Miſs De Fleury s. © As for, Sir Ham 
Cottiſh, and Mr. Belly, God never ſent them 


at all to preach his word.” Then you open 


your commiſſion, to try the ſpirits whether 
they be of God, and to try them which ſay 
they are apoſtles and evangeliſts, and to 
prove them liars if they are not.” A noble 
commiſſion; Sir, but, I think, rather too 
extenſive for a man of your confined abilities. 
I repeat an-appeal to your own hearr, whe- 
ther you believe a word of this. It was a 
pretty flouriſh, and no doubt enraptured the 
gazing crowd, wh did not underſtand a 
word of it. 


My good Sir, deſcend from the MF to 
which arrogance has exalted you... Conſider 
yourſelf as a poor, deſpiſed Chriſtian, who is 
to bear ſufferings with patience, and reproof 
with joy. © Judge not, that you be not 
« judged.” Leave all judgment till the day 
appointed for it, and to him who knows the 
heart. You appear a very improper Perſon 

better 


executioner than a judge. 
If there was one man of underſtanding 
amongſt you, when your people were 
| | favoured 


(#7 ) 
favoured with theſe - yain-gloriots ' har- 


rangues, muſt not his language be, This 


et man hath not been e Jeſus.” "What 
pretenſions can that man have to the 
religion of Chriſt, or tlie influences of the 


divine Spirit, whoſe temper is not affected 
by them? Vanity may cauſe a man to 
appear a great man, or a great Chriſtian, 


in his own eyes, whom God beholds with 


the proud, afar off. 


I do not ſay that you are not a Chriſtian. 
God has never revealed 1t to me; but this 
I will fay, as far as theſe perverſe hu- 
mours remain in you, you diſgrace the 
religion of the meek and humble Jeſus, 
Take heed, my friend; you walk on flip- 
pery ground, He that walks humbly, 
walks ſurely; but pride has brought 


& thouſands into the condemnation of the 


devil. You will obſerve that I do not 
countenance the notion of falling from 
grace when I ſay this; for I have not 
yet an infallible aſſurance that you have 
obtained it. Judas, I doubt not, was a 


flaming profeſſor—but I hope the parallel 
* wall 
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( 28 ) 
will run no farther. However, it is good 
for him that thinketh he ſtandeth to 
© take heed leaſt he fall.” Put pride, vanity, 


and preſumption far from you, and ap- 
pear what you ought to be — an bumble 
Chriſtian. 


9 04 ; | * |; O. F. T. 
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LETTER VV. 


SIR, 


Il HOPE you will hits that I have 
1 treated you with good humour and can- 
dour in the three preceding Letters. I feel 
not the leaſt bitterneſs in myſelf, and truſt 
that no one will find it in my Letters. Had 
J poſſeſſed the fancy and imagination of 
Mr. Huntington, you ſhould have had a 
thouſand ſallies of wit. But, alas! I am 
confined to plain facts, reafon, and ſcripture 
and even the great Mr. Huntington would 
have cut a poor figure with ſuch tools. 

= Excuſe me, Sir, if I proceed, with my 
= uſual plainneſs, to ſtate my opinion of the 
T7 matter and manner of your preaching. As 
vou pretend to excel in theſe, and your 
ddeas differ from mine on the ſubject, it is 
WE probable that I may offend. But, be this as 
it may, I ſhall tell you plain truth, becauſe 
= you are not accuſtomed to hear it. Were 
J my lawyer at hand, 1 would conſule him 
"IF before 
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6 30 ) 
before I proceed. Perhaps it may be ſcans 
dalum magnatum, for biſhops are lords, and 
you are a hiſhop : I have.however this con- 
ſolation, that none of the long robe will be 


able to — * the biſhop of Titchfield- 
Street.” 


As to the matter of your diſcourſes==when- 
ever I. have heard, you, your diſcourſes have 
been uniformly dry and childiſh, or abſolute 
perverſions of ſcripture. Trite obſervations, 
and a tireſome repetition of .in the next 
place, compriſed all their merit. St. Paul 
could ſay, We preach not ourſelves, but 
Chriſt Jeſus the Lord.” But you ſeem too 
often to preach yourſelf, It is true, you ex- 
claim loudly againſt legality and arminian- 
iſm: but you clap your own fame in the 
place of good works, and become what J 
would call, “a practical Arminian.” The 


beautiful ſtring of titles in the front of your 


* Spiritual Sea Voyage, is an admirable 
ſpecimen of your fanciful an e 
ſtile. 

Gravity becomes a pulpit, Sur and every 
word uttered there ſhould be according to 
truth and ſoberneſs. A preacher ought not 
to indulge his fancy, or to aim at popularity 


by 


39 
by oddities, Were 1 a preacher, I ſhould not 
W think the applauſe of ten thouſand hearers 
would indemnify me for the perverſion of 


WF oe word in the book of God. Do you re- 
member preaching on the importunate 
= widow, and afferting that Jeſus Chriſt was 
W the unjuſt Judge? Do you remember? 
but my few remaining pages would not hold 


= half the texts which have been miſinterpreted 


by your wayward fancy, A perverſion of 
We ſcripture is an auful thing] and I pray God 


YZ | that yours may not, be wilful, 


What can be ſaid of your manner, or as 
it js generally Fcalled, delivery ; z Or, as it is 
Ws properly called, elocution ? (Mr. Hunting- 
con, alias Hunt, alias, &c. &c. &c. muſt 
ſometimes excuſe an aa) your manner ap- 


pears to me to be that unanimated, ſtiſ, and 
pedantic one which has been ſo long and fo 


4 a | juſtly complained of in our eſtabliſhed cler- 


ge. You have no emphaſis, nothing of 
WE the orator, nothing of what, I conceive, was 
in the great apoſtle of the Gentiles, 

You will aſk, with triumph, Whence, 
then, am J ſo popular ? Why is my chapel 
crouded 2 From the notion of your former 

mean 


( 32 ) 


mean ſtation, your Antinomian principles, and 
cenſorious language. THESE are calculated to 
pleaſe thoſe perſons who will do any thing 
but their duty. Let me recommend an ex- 
periment to you; lay aſide your licentious 
principles for a time; inſiſt upon the duties 
of religion; be humble and diffident and 


your pews will be left to the owls and the 
bats. There are ſome profeſſors who 


cannot live out of the fire; and as they 
quarrel fix days in the week, they love to hear 
their miniſter rail on the ſeventh, Let theſe 
go to Providence Chapel. 
Suppoſe you have been ollfepretented, 
and evil-ſpoken of —is the pulpit a fit place 
to clear yourſelf? Is that a proper place to 
fall upon your opponents ? Can you find no 
ſubject more edifying than praiſing yourſelf, 
clearing yourſelf, or curſing thoſe whom you 
thiak to be your enemies? This will not 
convert a ſinner, or edify a believer ; but it 
will make wiſe men conclude that you are 
afraid. 
Let me adviſe you to preach Chr. . ns 
not yourſelf. Let not ef appear ; endeavour 
to * what the Jeaſt riſing of i it, God never 
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appointed you to ſound your own trumpet, 
but to preach deliverance to t 
4 As to your peculiar ſentiments, 
many things to ſay, and you will probably 
hear from me, on that ſubject, veryſhortly. 
W 1 ſhall lay my bible on one fide, and your 
L works on the other, and compare them toge- 
W ther. May they prove to be both on the 
ſame ſide. 

I have heard one charge brought againſt 
= you, which I wiſh it was in my power ho- 
We neſtly to contradict.—It is a very delicate 
point, and I affure you, though you may 
L account me your enemy, that I ſhould rejoice 
We to refute it; but facts are ſtubborn things. 
I have often heard the charge of avarice 
brought againſt you. The Goſpel was at firſt 
deſigned to be preached to the poor; it was 
WT taught without money and without price: 
M ba free Salvation was proclaimed, men 
3 Peard' it freely. But how do you /e// it! I 
wonder not that the vulgar ſhould call your 
© ape «a Goſpel ſhop."——1t is to be lamented 
chat ſelf-intereſt ſhould fo greatly affect good 
f men, and I am ſorry to find that too many 
preachers ſeem to be more deſirous of the 
profit of preaching, than of doing good, It 
has long been remarked of a great part of 
C our 


. by — 
_ — - w X 
r - —_ - . — 
—— _ — . — 2 — — 7 111 
I _ | — 
— . - 
- 7 r — 
— N — x | — — — * = i 1 
LS Ka 22 r S8 «+ * — * — — — = — * - 
- * = . — MY — 2 — — - > - — 
— ; — 2 —_ 1 
- : 0 = © : 
mY - Lo A 1 4 * * _ - . 4 - = ” * * * Si. ta 2 x 44> - » * - ; a 
* i. © nt” 1 ST IE — — V ba L — N 5 2 . — Cal - . 44 - —_ 2 4 
- = 8 - — . f. * . T l A 8 
L , p : . . p \ — 3 0 
V 12 l — — l * A - = = 


* — 7 ha, * = & — 
W „ 


WF = of _ 
r 


92 — * 


5 


my 


"4 Py 


— - 
- 5 a — 
* = - 


— — — 
= 2 
we A. = . - 


1 


— 


„ 


FER 


bn, . — 5 


T 


"I 


ere . 


— — 
=- © = 


. 


7 2 
P: = 1 
A 
7 ASS; 7 * 2 &s 8 


no 
\ _ 
- 


* 
= 


| 2p 3 
e 


„ 
w = a - 
N o 

* 


. — — — — — — — — 
— - Ccc—c_C_UCGCG_RMCWIEOENCII 4. IEIILGTSI. - 4- 
— — — — — — : 


* 


3 "SV 


— _——y a - y= 
- : 


— 2 »- 


— 


= 


x 


—_ 
„ * 4 


+ 
> — 


= 
— ; > 
' + XD : 5 


9 
* 


— 
5 — - * 
2 — 89 * 2 of 
. = - - 

— 


( 34 ) 


our eſtabliſhed clergy, that they love the 
fleece more than the flock,” bur diſſenters in 
general have hitherto eſcaped that diſgrace. 
However the time ſeems to be drawing on, 
when they will make religion a trade, and 

Sunday a market day. 
The firſt chriſtians provided for their mi- 
nifters ; but they did it voluntarily: The 
apoſtles did not ſay, You ſhall hire a ſeat, or 
you ſhall not enter aur church; but preached 
the Goſpel to men, who were more likely to 
murder than to maintain them. When 
churches were raiſed amongſt the heathen na- 
tions, the members of it were not compelled 
to ſubſcribe a certain ſum, but gave as the 
Lord proſpered them. What ſtrange altera- 
tions have fince taken place in the church 
In many chapels you cannot have an eaſy 
ſeat, without a fee to the preacher or the 
pew openers ; you muſt ſtand or pay. But 
the moſt 1mpoling places, Sir, that 1 know, 
are thoſe where yor: preach. At Titchfield 
ſtreet, the language is, © No ticket, no en- 
5e trance.” Is this chriſtianity? —lt is not in 
my power, nor is it my inclination to bind 
myſelf to pay three or four ſhillings a quarter 
to each of your different Chapels, and yet | 
may occafionally come to hear you with a ſin- 
dere 
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60 
cere deſite to profit by your miniſtry but 
What ſay you to this? your conduct to me, to 


every poor man, and every ſtranger, 1 ws, © You 


r ſhall not ear for you do not pay.“ This 
part of your character is moſt conſpicuous 


| at the Tueſday evening lecture in Monkwell- 


ſtreet; there; turnpikemen are ſet to take their 


f toll, before a perſon can be admitted to ſee 
= your face. By what name ſhould this con- 


duct be called? *the Goſpel is preached to 
e the poor, but not when Mr. Huntington 
is the preacher. He will preach only to thoſe 


= who pay him for his orations. 


It is uſual to admit perſons to the vacant 
pews, but your idea ſeems to be, that pews 
had better be empty, than to be filled by 
ſtrangers and thoſe who cannot pay. 

It has been ſuggeſted that this part of your - 


conduct, is deſigned to ſtrike the paſſers by, 


with an high idea of your vaſt popularity. 
If people ſtand ag the door, in the yard, 
and almoſt ii the ard, the Chapel! usr be 


* full.” It is probable that many have made 


W ſuch a concluſion from ſuch premiſes—but 
oy were not logicians. 


1 have ſeen Monkwell-ſtreet Chapet,with 
the pews groaning for inhabitants, whilſt the 


ailes have been filled with perſons, who had 


C2 laboured 
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G 
laboured all day, and groaned for one of the 
empty ſeats. The charge of avarice has often 
been brought againſt you, and ſupported 
by ſuch proofs; and if the facts are juſtly laid 
againſt you, every one muſt own your gyvilt. 

Sir, I deteſt covetous perſons, and eſpeci- 
ally men who make godlineſs their gain. Had 
you been a player, a mountebank, or a tradeſ- 
man, you might have diſplayed an avaricious 
ſpirit, and been comparatively blameleſs—but 
a miniſter of the Goſpel ſhould ſhun this, as 
he would perjury or adultery, Let me in- 
treat you to remember 7bat many would wiſh 
ſometimes to hear you, who ſubſcribe to other 
preachers ; and that many would waſh. gan- 
flantly to hear you, who cannot afford to-buy 


a ticket, Do not ſell the gift of the Holy 


Ghoſt for money. It is enough that moſt of 
our civil employments are to be purchaſed 
by money, and that no man however great 
his qualifications may he, can obtain them 
without it; but for God's ſake, let it not be 
ſaid, that a man without money cannot heat 
the Goſpel. Men are back ward enough to 
hear without ſuch an apology, and if there 


be reaſon for ſuch an one, the blame will fall 
on the avaricious preacher, 


SY 1, OS _ Y * 
_ * þ * * O * . 1 n G 
r r — . „„ * 
n TEE Sn. e A p N ; ma 
- 4 28 r bd a A SE wo 0 « «* 


Athy 3 


r WEE 
LT N ” * # 4 wil. 
rr SRRRnRogont TT. II 


Pardon | 


"Ja 
RL” 
1 5 


637) 


Pardon me, Sir, this obſervation; I make 
it with ſorrow, for I know that ſuch conduct 
as yours will make the enemies of godlineſs 
fay, that all religion is prieſtcraft. 
Forgive me if I think you afford occaſion 
for ſuch a charge, and all that I have to add 
en this point is to intreat you to amend. 
am tired of this letter- writer, well, 
Sir, have patience a few moments longer. I 
am forming an idea, what reception you 
will give me. Perhaps this plain addreſs, 
will excite your unchriſtian paſſion. Be 
aſſured, you-would not have had it, were I 
not convinced that you wanted a little plain 
dealing, to counteract the flattery of your 
== followers; you are raiſed too high by their 
= careſſes, and have forgotten yourſelf, 
= Godgran that this addreſ may awaken you. 
If you take any notice of it from the preſs, 
or the pulpit, it will give me no alarm. 1 
fear not your argiiments, nor do I dread your 
anathemas ; but, if you value your future 
peace of mind, do not indulge yourſelf in 
ſcurrility and cenſoriouſneſs I do not con- 
ceal my name becauſe I am afraid, or aſham- 
ed; but becauſe it is of too little conſequence 
to tell. I am a private man, and little known, 
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the importance of peace, to the welfare of 
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nor have I a lurking wiſh for popular fame. If, 
therefore, you write or preach about me, do 
not treat me with © abuſe, for concealing a 
name, that you never heard. If you affect 
to treat me with contempt and neg ies, I ſhall 


not be diſpleaſed; but, my wiſh is, that you 


may profit by my advice. If you write, you 
may if you pleaſe, anticipate the final day of 
judgment, and fix my doom, as you did 
Miſs de Fleury's but we are not children, 
Sir, to be frighted at an ignis fatuus, or to 
miſtake you for God Almigbiyx. 

To conclude our correſpondence for the 
preſent, let me recommend to you to culti- 
vate a. peaceable ſpirit; it is the ſpirit of 
Chriſt.” You ſeem to delight in diſcord, and 
to oppoſe every man whoſe intereſt. ſtands 
in competition with your own; but what has 
intereſt to do with religion? __ 

My dear Sir, baniſh: that ſelfiſh ſpirit, and 
endeavour to promote, our life, the Goſ- 
pel of Chriſt, which you" profeſs to preach, 
As an earneſt of this, let me hear, that you 


have made proper "conceſſions to Miſs de 


Fleury, and the many worthy . miniſters, 
whom your pen has ſcandalized. Confider 


that 


. 


that Church, which Chriſt has purchaſed 
with his blood. | 

That God may convince you of your er- 
rors, renew you in the ſpirit of your mind, 
and make you what he would have you to 
be, 1s Os prayer of 


| Your . in Chriſt 


O. F. T. 
Love-hall, 


April 15, 1788. 
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